
Center for Urban Development Studies, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University 
Page 1 of 8 

SURVEY OF LIVING CONDITIONS AND HOUSEHOLD-FINANCED IMPROVEMENTS 
QOSSEIR, RED SEA GOVERNORATE, EGYPT 

 
A. HOUSING DESCRIPTION: 
1. Address (unit number, street or street block, neighborhood):  
 
2. Housing type: Apartment building       House        Other (           ) 
 
3. Number of floors:  
 
4. Number of housing units in each floor:  
 
5. For each housing unit, indicate the number of households (if more than one family per 
unit, indicate their relationship to the main household in residence), their tenure status 
(ownership, shared ownership, rental, sublet, free-lodging, other), and their length of 
residence in the current unit. 

Unit No. Number of households in 
unit 

Tenure status Length of residence in 
current unit (in years) 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

 
B. HOUSEHOLD DEMOGRAPHIC DATA: 
 
6. Obtain the following information for the household head and all residents in the unit  
Name Relationship to 

household head 
Age Marital 

status 
Education 
 

Birthplace Residence in 
Qosseir (yrs) 

1. Household head      

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

6.       

7.       

8.       
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C. HOUSEHOLD EMPLOYMENT DATA: 
 
7. Obtain the following information for the household head and all economically active 
residents in the unit  
Name Main 

employment 
Employer  Location Transportation 

mode to work 
Secondary 
employment 
(if any) 

Contributes 
to family 
income? 
(Yes / No)  

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

6.       

7.       

8.       

 
 
D. CHARACTERISTICS OF PREVIOUS RESIDENCE: 
8. Where were you living prior to moving to this actual residence? 
 
9. Duration of stay in the previous residence (in years):  
 
10. Tenure status in the previous residence:  
Owner     Co-owner Renter     Subletting      Free-lodger      Other 
 
(If owner) Do you still own the previous residence?    Yes      No  
(If renter) Have you sublet, kept, or vacated the previous residence?  
 
11. Describe the previous residence: 
Location: 
Housing type: 
Number of rooms: 
Entrance: Individual or shared entrance? 
Water supply: No / Yes: individual or shared connection? 
Electricity: No / Yes: metered or non-metered connection? 
Sewerage: No / Yes: type 
Kitchen: No / Yes: individual or shared facility? 
Bathroom (incl. shower): No / Yes: individual or shared facility? 
WC: No / Yes: individual or shared facility? 
 
12. How many persons lived in your previous residence?  
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13. What was your relationship to these persons? 
 
14. Was your previous residence in the Old City in Qosseir? Yes / No 
 
15. Why did you move out of your previous residence? 
Lack of space: Yes / No 
Lack of amenities: Yes / No 
Poor housing quality: Yes / No 
High housing cost (maintenance, rent, etc): Yes / No 
Overcrowding (several families sharing the space): Yes / No 
Marriage: Yes / No 
Tenure status (e.g. change from renter to owner): Yes / No 
Problems with the utilities (water, electricity, etc): Yes / No 

(If yes) What were these problems? 
Problems with the owner: Yes / No 

(If yes) What were these problems? 
Problems with the neighbors: Yes / No 

(If yes) What were these problems? 
Problems with the neighborhood: Yes / No 

(If yes) What were these problems? 
Density, poverty, crime, degradation, etc 

 
16. How many years have you spent in Qosseir? 
 
E. CHARACTERISTICS OF CURRENT RESIDENCE: 
17. Duration of stay in current residence (in years):  
 
18. Tenure status in current residence:  
Owner     Co-owner Renter     Subletter     Free-lodger       Other 
 
(If owner) When did you purchase the unit?  

How much did you pay for it?  
 

(If renter) How much do you pay for rent (monthly and key money if any)? 
Have you sublet part of the unit?   Yes/No 
(If yes) Indicate the relationship with the subletter and rent paid: 
Does the owner live on the premises?   Yes/No 
Nature of relationship with owner: Good/Average/Bad 
Are conflicts related to the condition of the unit? Or its rent? 
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F. HOUSING SATISFACTION IN CURRENT RESIDENCE: 
 
19. When you first moved in, which of these characteristics of the house and the area did 
you like most ? 
 Satisfied Somewhat 

satisfied 
Somewhat 
dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 

Housing characteristics:     

Housing space     

Amenities (Bathroom, 
Kitchen) 

    

Number of rooms     

Proximity to work     

Housing cost / rent     

Utilities     

Other      

Neighborhood 
characteristics: 

    

Direct neighbors     

Public facilities (schools, 
health center) 

    

Social networks     

Quality of roads      

Economic activities     

Environment  
(garbage,  noise…) 

    

Other)     

 
 
 
21. When you first moved in, which of these characteristics did you dislike most? 
 
 
22. When you first moved in, did you plan to do any repairs or improvements? 

If yes, what did you do?  
(If no) Did you make any repairs or improvements since?  
If yes, when and why? 

1. Painting 
2. Upgrading 
3. Flooring 
4. Exterior Repairs/ Balconies 
5. Additions 
6. Roof 
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7. Other  
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F. HOUSING REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN CURRENT RESIDENCE (​​IF ANY​​): 
 
23. List of repairs and improvements undertaken 
Item 
 

When Approximate 
Cost 

Why? (Urgent work 
needed, additional 
space needed, etc) 

What prompted 
the work? 
(Family-related or 
other event, funds 
available, etc) 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
24. Did  you experience any difficulties undertaking these works? 
 
25. Do you have to accumulate savings to cover the costs of the repair in part or in whole 
before you start the works?  
 
26. Do other family members help you fund repairs and improvements? 
 
27. Do other co-owners contribute to repairs of: 

● External walls 
● Roof 
● Foundations 
● Balconies 
● Stairs & landings 
● Other common spaces 
● Connections to utilities 
● Shared facilities (washrooms & toilets)  

 
28. In undertaking repairs and improvement did you experience any difficulties with 

● the owner of the building  
● The neighbors 
● The contractor/workers 
● The building material supplier 
● Other 

29. Are you satisfied with these repairs/ improvements?  
Satisfied Somewhat satisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Dissatisfied 
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H. IF NO HOUSING REPAIRS OR TRANSFORMATIONS WERE CONDUCTED: 
 
30. Do you want or plan on conducting housing repairs or improvements? Yes / No 

 
31. If yes, what do you plan to do ? 

● Repair 
● Vertical expansion 
● Interior improvements 
● Exterior/roof 
● Connections to utilities 
● Sanitary fixtures  

 
32. If no, which of the following reasons prevent you from conducting housing works? 

● Not needed 
● No urgent repairs required 
● Joint ownership 
● Renter 
● Lack of funds 
● Size of unit 
● Neighborhood characteristics 

 
33. Would other family members contribute to such one-time expenses in housing repairs 
& improvement? 
 
34. Are you planning or thinking of moving out? Yes/No 

If yes, why and where to?  
 


